
The Lost Son 
TEACHER RESOURCE

Note:  Have your students stand before you begin reading. At the noted points in the story, ask 
your students to move to one side of the room if they think the character should choose (a) 
and the other side if they think he should choose (b).

Will was a young man who lived at home 
with his father. 

His father had a lot of money. Will and his 
brother would inherit their father’s money 
when he died. 

For now, though, Will would have to wait. 

One day, Will thought how much nicer it would 
be if he could just get his father’s money now 
and go live on his own. That way he wouldn’t 
have to hear his father tell him what to do all 
the time. 

[Pause here.] Should Will demand his 
inheritance now, even if it will hurt his father’s 
feelings? Should he: 

a. Demand that his father give him his 
money.

b. Be a good son and forget the idea.

[Give students time to move to the side of the 
room according to their choice. Then continue.] 

Will went to his father and demanded his 
inheritance now. His father sadly gave him the 
money and watched him drive off in his car. 
Will’s father wondered if he would ever see him 
again. 

Will had fun with all his money at first. Or so he 
thought. But soon he realized he had made a 
mistake. Treating his father that way had been 
a sin. He had lost his family, and he had no one 
to talk to. Since he had spent all the money, 
he had nowhere to live and nothing to eat. His 

clothes grew more and more dirty and tattered, 
as he spent the nights on the street. Finally he 
decided to go back home. Surely, he thought, 
his father wouldn’t welcome him home, but 
maybe he would hire him to work at his office. 
At least he could afford food that way. He went 
home. 

Will’s father was working in the yard when he 
saw Will approaching from far away. 

[Pause here.] What should Will’s father do? 
Should he:

a. Turn Will away for being so selfish.

b. Agree to hire Will so Will can afford 
food.

c. Celebrate Will’s return, throw him a 
party, and shower him with gifts.

[Give students time to move to the side of the 
room according to their choice. Then continue.]

Will’s father was filled with compassion. He ran 
to hug Will and kissed him. 

Will said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you; I no longer deserve to be 
called your son.” 

Will’s father said, “Let us celebrate with a feast, 
because this son of mine was dead, and has 
come to life again; he was lost, and has been 
found.” Then the celebration began.

–Cf. Luke 15:11-24
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