
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man Skit
TEACHER RESOURCE

Directions:  Guide your students in acting out the story of Jesus healing the paralyzed man 
(based on Mark 2:1-12). Have your students do the actions described in the Scripture 
text. Then pause at the designated places and use the discussion guide to help your 
students engage the story.

Scripture Text Discussion Guide

vv. 1-2: When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some 
days, it became known that he was at home. Many 
gathered together so that there was no longer room for 
them, not even around the door, and he preached the 
word to them.

Remind students that people were so 
amazed at Jesus’ teachings that they 
would travel from faraway places to 
hear Him. In this story, they fill up an 
entire house.

vv. 3-4: They came bringing to him a paralytic carried 
by four men. Unable to get near Jesus because of the 
crowd, they opened up the roof above him. After they 
had broken through, they let down the mat on which 
the paralytic was lying.

The friends of the paralyzed man 
carry him into the house and lay him 
down next to Jesus. The friends are so 
eager to have their friend healed that 
they take the roof off the crowded 
house to get him in. 
Q: How much faith do you think the 
friends had in Jesus? 
Q: Do you believe Jesus can do great 
things in our lives today?

v. 5: When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, 
“Child, your sins are forgiven.”

Q: How do you think the paralyzed 
man’s friends felt when Jesus said, 
“Your sins are forgiven”? 
Q: Is that what they wanted to hear 
Jesus say? 
Q: Were they disappointed that He 
didn’t help him walk again?
Q: What is forgiveness?

vv. 6-7: Now some of the scribes were sitting there 
asking themselves, “Why does this man speak that way? 
He is blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive 
sins?”

The scribes get mad at Jesus for 
saying that the man’s sins are forgiven 
because only God can forgive sins. 
Q: Do they understand who Jesus is? 
Q: What would you tell the scribes?
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Scripture Text Discussion Guide

vv. 8-9: Jesus immediately knew in his mind what they 
were thinking to themselves, so he said, “Why are you 
thinking such things in your hearts? Which is easier, to 
say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
‘Rise, pick up your mat and walk’?”

Q: Jesus looks at the scribes and 
tries to get them to see the truth. For 
Jesus, what was worse for the man: to 
be paralyzed or to live in sin? 
Q: Which do you think the paralyzed 
man felt worse about: being 
paralyzed or his sins? 
Q: Which do you think is worse: 
when our body hurts or when our 
soul hurts because of sin?

vv. 10-12: “But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority to forgive sins on earth” —he said to the 
paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up your mat, and go 
home.” He rose, picked up his mat at once, and went 
away in the sight of everyone. They were all astounded 
and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything 
like this.”

Jesus commands the paralyzed man 
to walk, and he walks! The audience 
is amazed because they have never 
seen anything like this before. 
Q: How would you have felt if you 
were in the audience?
Q: For Jesus and for us, which one is 
the bigger miracle: allowing the man 
to walk or forgiving His sins?
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