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Sunday Reading  
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 9:38–43, 45, 
47–48: Temptations to Sin 

At that time, John said to 

Jesus, “Teacher, we saw 

someone driving out 

demons in your name, and 

we tried to prevent him 

because he does not follow 

us.” Jesus replied, “Do not 

prevent him. There is no one 

who performs a mighty deed 

in my name who can at the 

same time speak ill of me. 

For whoever is not against 

us is for us. Anyone who 

gives you a cup of water to 

drink because you belong to 

Christ, amen, I say to you, 

will surely not lose his 

reward. “Whoever causes 

one of these little ones who 

believe in me to sin, it would 

be better for him if a great 

millstone were put around 

his neck and he were thrown 

into the sea. If your hand 

causes you to sin, cut it off. 

It is better for you to enter 

into life maimed than with 

two hands to go into 

Gehenna, into the 

unquenchable fire. And if 

your foot causes you to sin, 

cut if off. It is better for you 

to enter into life crippled 

than with two feet to be 

thrown into Gehenna. And if 

your eye causes you to sin, 
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pluck it out. Better for you 

to enter into the kingdom of 

God with one eye than with 

two eyes to be thrown into 

Gehenna, where ‘their worm 

does not die,  

and the fire is not 

quenched.’” 

  

  

Focus Questions 

1. What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “whoever is 

not against us is for us”?  

2. Do you think it is a sin to cause someone else to sin? 

What does Jesus teach about leading someone else to sin?  

3. Gehenna is another name for Hell. What does Jesus teach 

about the consequences of sin?  
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Sin Scenarios  
A. Dave is shopping at a department store. He sees a sweater 

that he really likes. Dave cannot afford to buy the sweater. 

Looking around to see if there are any store employees 

watching, Dave puts the sweater in his shopping bag and 

walks out of the store without paying for the sweater.  

 

1. How is Dave sinning in this situation?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

2. What should Dave do? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

B. Helen and her friends are playing on the playground. As 

they are playing, one of Helen’s friends, Elizabeth, keeps 

calling another friend, Jane, a loser. It’s obvious that Jane 

does not like being called this name. Helen knows that Jane 

doesn’t like it, but is afraid if she says something to 

Elizabeth, she’ll be called names too. Helen does not say 

anything.  
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1. Who is sinning in this situation?  How? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

2. What should Helen do? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

C. Jose and Carl want to go see a movie, but don’t have the 

money for tickets. Jose knows that his mom keeps some 

money in her purse. Jose asks Carl to keep watch for his 

mom at the doorway to her room while he takes the money 

from her purse. Carl agrees and stands at the doorway 

watching for Jose’s Mom.  

 
1. Who is sinning in this situation? How? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

2. What should Carl do? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	


