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Sunday Reading  
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark: 8:27–35: 
Peter’s Confession About Jesus   
Jesus and his disciples set 

out for the villages of 

Caesarea Philippi. Along the 

way he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that I 

am?” They said in reply, 

“John the Baptist, others 

Elijah, still others one of the 

prophets.” And he asked 

them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” Peter said to him 

in reply, “You are the 

Christ.” Then he warned 

them not to tell anyone 

about him.  

He began to teach them that 

the Son of Man must suffer 

greatly and be rejected by 

the elders, the chief priests, 

and the scribes, and be 

killed, and rise after three 

days. He spoke this 

openly. Then Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke 

him. At this he turned 

around and, looking at his 

disciples, rebuked Peter and 

said, “Get behind me, Satan. 

You are thinking not as God 

does, but as human beings 

do.”  

He summoned the crowd 

with his disciples and said to 

them, “Whoever wishes to 

come after me must deny 

himself, take up his cross, 
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and follow me. For whoever 

wishes to save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for my sake and that of 

the gospel will save it.” 

  

Focus Questions 

1. What was Jesus’ first question to the disciples? How did 

they answer Him?   

2. What was Jesus’ second question to the disciples? How 

did Peter answer Him?   

3. After Jesus’ questions to His disciples, He taught them 

that He must be killed and rise after three days. What was 

Jesus predicting?   

4. What must a follower of Jesus do to “come after” Him? 

Why? 
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“Who Do You Say that I Am?”  
Directions: Read about Jesus’ question below. Then draw a 

picture in the space provided.  

 
In Jesus’ time there were many ideas about who Jesus was. 

Some people thought He was a prophet. Others thought He 

was someone well-known from the Old Testament returned 

from the dead. Peter believed Jesus was the Christ, our Savior.  

 

The important question for us today is the same as it was then. 

Who do we believe Jesus to be?  Do we believe that Jesus is 

our Lord and Savior, the Christ? 

 

Jesus told us what it means to follow Him. He taught us that 

we must be more like Him. That means carrying own cross 

every day. Jesus didn’t mean that we have to carry an actual 

cross like His. Rather, He meant that when we are sad, hurt, 

lonely, afraid, or tempted to sin, that we must face these 

things with patience and with joy and rely on His help. The 

things of this world will not save us. But Jesus already has 

saved us by His Cross and Resurrection.  
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In Jesus’ time, much like today, there were many ideas about 

who Jesus was. Some believed He was a prophet, or even Elijah 

returned from the dead. Some, like Peter confessed Him to be 

the Christ, the savior. In everything that Jesus did and taught, 

He continually defied expectations. He went beyond simple 

categories and labels. Jesus is so much more that what the 

people said of Him – then, and today! The important question 

for us today is the same as it was to the disciples then, who do 

we say that He is?  Do we believe that Jesus is our Lord and 

Savior, the Christ? 

 

One thing is for certain, Jesus very clearly told us what it 

means to follow Him. In simple terms, it means to become 

more Christ-like in our own lives. That means bearing our own 

crosses with patience and with joy. The things of this world 

will not save us. But Jesus already has saved us by His Cross 

and Resurrection. We must accept the gift of life that Jesus 

offers us and take up our own crosses and follow Him.   
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Who is Jesus to you? 
 

Draw a picture of who Jesus is to you. What does He look like? 
What is He doing that is an example for you to follow?  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


