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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR 

Love One Another 
(Middle and Upper Elementary) 

May 9, 2021 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Overview 

In this week’s Gospel passage, Jesus commands us to love one another as He loves us. He 
even tells us (and later will show us) how to do this—by laying down one’s life for others. This 
understanding of love that Jesus gives to us has always been lived in a radical way by the 
saints, and Jesus calls us to follow their, and His, example. In this lesson, students will analyze 
quotes about love from various saints and reflect on the meaning of love in their own lives. 

Directions 
A. Have students read the Gospel passage, or read it aloud to your students, and then 

answer the focus questions. You may have students answer them on their own or 
you may discuss them together as a class.  

B. Review and discuss the correct answers when finished.  
C. Have your students read the quotes from various saints on love from The Saints on 

Love, and then answer the reflection questions. When they have finished, conduct a 
class discussion using the reflection questions, specifically about the differences 
between the way Jesus and the saints understand love and the way our society 
understands love. Call on students to share about the greatest examples of love in 
their lives.  

Answer Key  

Focus Questions 

1. The Father’s. 
2. By keeping His commandments.  
3. He has loved us by sacrificing His very life for us. Jesus’ entire life is an example of 

love and total self-giving. 
4. To lay down our lives for our friends. Most of us will never face the call to do this 

literally—to die for our friends. Rather, the way we lay down our lives for others 
each day is by sacrificing in small ways for those we love. Through our unselfish acts 
of charity, we “lay down our lives” for our friends. 
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5. If we do what He commands us to do. He commands us to love one another. 

 

  


