
Lenten Reflections 
Prayers for Homecoming 

 

All of us are invited to come home to Jerusalem, to the city where God dwells with us, wipes away our 
tears, and gives us the fullness of life and joy in the presence of Christ, our Savior. During Lent, the 
Church extends a heartfelt invitation: no matter how far you have wandered, no matter where you 
have gone, no matter how guilty you feel about it, come home to the Lord! You will find yourself far 
more welcome than you could imagine. 
 
The Word of God                                                Isaiah 1:10, 16-20 

Hear the word of the LORD, princes of Sodom! Listen to the instruction of our God, people of 
Gomorrah! 

. Wash yourselves clean! Put away your misdeeds from before my eyes; cease doing evil; learn to do 
good. Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, hear the orphan’s plea, defend the widow. 

 

Come now, let us set things right, says the LORD: Though your sins be like scarlet, they may become 
white as snow; Though they be crimson red, they may become white as wool. If you are willing, and 
obey, you shall eat the good things of the land; But if you refuse and resist, the sword shall consume 

you: for the mouth of the LORD has spoken! 
 
"Lent stimulates us to let the Word of God penetrate our life and in this way to know the 
fundamental truth: who we are, where we come from, where we must go, what path we must 
take in life..." -- Pope Benedict XVI 
 

“Our life is not a pointless wandering. We have a sure goal: the house of the Father.”- Pope 
Francis 
 
  The Word of God                        Luke 15:18-24 

“I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would treat one 
of your hired workers.’” So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, 
his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and 
kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer 
deserve to be called your son.’ But his father ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. 
Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he 
was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began. 
 
+ O Christ, Son of God, you left your home in Heaven to bring us back to our Father’s house. We call 
to you for mercy: Bring all your children home 
 



+ O Christ, Good Shepherd, you seek out all who have wandered away from the sheepfold and lost 
themselves in dark and stormy places. We call to you for mercy: Bring all your children home 
 

+ O Christ, crucified and risen Savior, you rejoice with all the saints above whenever one of us 
returns to you: we call to you for mercy: Bring all your children home 
 

For you who fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice  
with its healing rays (Malachi 3:20) 

 

From the depths of our guilt, we cry out in hope to the Lord, the promised Sun of Justice. In his rising 
from the tomb dawns the day of our salvation. 

 
~As surely as the dawn shall break, the Sun of Justice will awake/ the darkened hearts that sleep in 
sin and set alight the life within/ the pit where shadows now hold sway until the coming of the day. 
 

~In Mercy, Christ will come and free the bond-slaves of iniquity/ to flee the lethal hold of night and 
revel in the wondrous light/ that shines upon the path of peace whose end is songs that never 
cease.  
 

~So let us wait with trusting prayer for God’s forgiveness to repair/ the ruin wrought by sin and 
death so deadened hearts may draw new breath/ to sing with all the choirs on high the praise of 
Life who will not die.  
 
We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, that, as the feast of our salvation draws ever 
closer, so we may press forward all the more eagerly towards the worthy celebration of the 

Paschal Mystery. 
 
  The Word of God                              Ephesians 2:13-22 
  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have become near by the blood of Christ. 
For he is our peace, he who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, through his 
flesh, abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims, that he might create in himself 
one new person in place of the two, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile both with God, in 
one body, through the cross, putting that enmity to death by it. He came and preached peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access in one 
Spirit to the Father.  
 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the 
holy ones, and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole structure is held 
together and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord; In him you also are being built together into a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
 
 “We all suffer for each other, and gain by each other's suffering; for man never stands alone 
here, though he will stand alone hereafter; but here is he is a social being, and goes forward to 
his long home as one of a large company." -- Cardinal John Henry Newman 


