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If you go inside the magnificent Basilica of the Holy House in Loreto, Italy, you 

will find a little house made out of stone. In a niche of the house is a black statue 

of Mary made of cedar wood and encrusted with jewels. 

Tradition says that this little house has gone on a miraculous journey. It is the 

Holy House of Nazareth, where the Holy Family once lived. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was born in the little stone house. Its walls had 

witnessed the angel Gabriel announce to Mary that she was to be the Mother of 

God. Its walls had resounded with her humble yes. 

When the Holy Family came to Nazareth after living in Egypt, they lived in the 

little house. Its walls witnessed Jesus growing up, from a small child into a man. 

It witnessed Mary’s gentle smiles and Joseph’s strong laughter. The light from 

the setting sun would shine through its western window on the Holy Family 

praying together. 

For many centuries, the house of Nazareth stood, becoming a site for 

pilgrims. But then, after the Crusades, a host of angels picked up the Holy House 

and transported it far away so the house would not be destroyed. 

First, the house was brought near a little town in Dalmatia. Then, the angels 

carried it to a wooded area near the town of Recanati, Italy. There, miracles 

occurred for those pilgrims that visited the Holy House. Finally, the house 

appeared in the Italian city of Loreto, and there it remained. 

A great basilica was built around the Holy House. Thousands upon thousands 

of pilgrims go to visit the house and pray to the Holy Family that lived within its 

walls. They pray before Mary’s statue over the altar, and Mary hears their prayers, 

which she brings to her Son. Through her intercession, many miracles happen 

for those who visit the house.

The popes hold the Holy House in great honor, and it is under their protection. 

Many saints have gone to visit the Holy House and Mary’s statue, including St. 

Charles Borromeo, St. Francis de Sales, St. Ignatius of Loyola, and St. Alphonsus 

Liguori. A famous prayer of praise to Mary is called the Litany of Loreto and is 

promoted by the pope.

Our Lady of Loreto, please watch over my family!




