God’s Love for Humanity is
Revealed in Our Bodies
LESSON OVERVIEW

Suggested grade level:
ӹӹ Middle School

What students will learn:
ӹӹ The human body was made by God to
make visible the invisible — our spiritual
souls and the image of God Himself.
ӹӹ Jesus invited us to contemplate the nature
of the human person and marriage by
reflecting on how God originally created us
to be in the beginning.

The body, in fact, and only
the body, is capable of making
visible what is invisible: the
spiritual and divine. It has
been created to transfer
into the visible reality of the
world the mystery hidden
from eternity in God, and
thus to be a sign of it.
Theology of the Body 19:4,
Pope St. John Paul II

ӹӹ Jesus invites us to reflect on how God
originally created us to be in the beginning.

What students will do:
ӹӹ Read a background essay that examines
Pope St. John Paul II’s basic thesis of
Theology of the Body.
ӹӹ Reflect on the story of the creation of
Adam and Eve from Genesis and Jesus’
teaching about marriage.

Connection to the
Catechism

ӹӹ Work in groups to become “experts” about
the original solitude, original unity, and
original nakedness of Adam and Eve and
then teach other classmates what they
have learned.
ӹӹ Create a poster that illustrates their
understanding of how God’s love for
humanity is revealed through us.
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Lesson Plan
Materials
Prayer

ӹӹ

Materials

ӹӹ Handout A: Making Visible the Mystery of God

Insert

ӹӹ Handout B: Masculinity and Femininity
ӹӹ Handout C: The Kiss
ӹӹ Handout D: Original Solitude
ӹӹ Handout E: Original Unity
ӹӹ Handout F: Original Nakedness
ӹӹ Handout G: Original Solitude, Original Unity, and Original Nakedness
Expert Summaries
ӹӹ Poster board or butcher paper
ӹӹ Crayons, markers, and/or colored pencils

Biblical
Touchstones

Then God said: Let us make human beings in our image, after our
likeness…God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.
GENESIS 1:26-27

He said to them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts Moses allowed
you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”
MATTH E W 19:8

Homework

10-15 minutes the day before

Together with their parents, have students read Handout A: Making Visible the Mystery of
God and answer the questions.

Warm-Up

10-15 minutes the day before

Note to teacher: This activity should be presented to girls and boys separately. Work with
another teacher and have a male teacher lead the boys group, and a female teacher lead the
girls group.
A. Before reflecting with sacred art, distribute to your students Handout B: Masculinity
and Femininity. Make crayons, markers, and/or colored pencils available to your
students. Then, have them draw in each box a visual representation of masculinity
(manliness) and femininity (womanliness). Tell your students that they cannot use any
sort of recognizable signs or symbols (such as smiley faces, letters, numbers, or other
recognizable forms beyond basic shapes), but must use purely gesture drawings, color,
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basic shapes, lines, and so forth. Also, be sure to tell your students to keep their eyes on
their own drawings and not look at what others are drawing. (This is important for the
activity to work properly.) Give students one minute to draw each picture. (This is to
ensure that they are drawing their first impression and not over-thinking the activity.)
B. Have students place their completed drawings on their desks face up. Then, allow a few
minutes for students to circulate around the room to look at each others’ work and then
return to their seats.
C. Then ask the following questions:
ӹӹ What did you notice about the drawings you saw? More than likely, most of the
drawings were similar to each other, even though they did not look at each other’s
drawings while making them. This activity tends to produce the following results (with
a few outliers, but even those tend to follow similar logic even if they look different):
Masculinity drawings tend to include hard, thick, or jagged lines, squared shapes,
and bold or dark colors. Femininity drawings tend to include soft, thin, delicate lines,
rounded shapes, and soft, light, or pastel colors.
ӹӹ Why do you think there were so many similarities in your drawings? Accept reasoned
answers. Help your students recognize that masculinity (manliness) and femininity
(womanliness) are essential parts of our identities. We are, at our core, male or female,
and this essential truth is reflected not only in our bodies, but in the way we think, the
way we respond to the world around us, and so many different aspects of being human.
We automatically recognize and understand the truth of maleness and femaleness
because it is so essential to our human nature. In fact, as this activity shows, maleness
and femaleness are not socialized concepts but are truths we inherently know.
D. After discussing and reflecting on the drawings, project the image of The Kiss by Gustav
Klimt. Give students a few moments to observe the painting. Then, ask your students
the following questions:
ӹӹ What first stands out to you about this painting? Accept reasoned answers.
ӹӹ What do you think the artist wanted to communicate with this painting? What do
you see that tells you that? Accept reasoned answers.
E. Arrange students in groups of three or four and give each group a copy of Handout C:
The Kiss. Have them discuss the image in their groups using the questions as a guide. A
digital image can be found at SophiaInstituteforTeachers.org/Art.
F. After a few minutes re-convene and have groups share some insights from their small
group discussion with the larger group.
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Activity

20-30 minutes

Note to teacher: For time consideration, this activity may be conducted over a period of two or
more days. Preserve single-sex groupings throughout.
A. Begin by reading aloud or having a student read aloud Matthew 19:3-8:
Some Pharisees approached him, and tested him, saying, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife for any cause whatever?” He said in reply, “Have you not read that
from the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female’ and said, ‘For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what
God has joined together, no human being must separate.” They said to him, “Then
why did Moses command that the man give the woman a bill of divorce and dismiss
[her]?” He said to them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts Moses allowed you
to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”
B. Explain to your students that in this passage, the Pharisees challenge Jesus with
a difficult question about the nature of man and woman and marriage. The most
important part of Jesus’ answer is the last line, “from the beginning it was not so.” Jesus
wants to restore God’s plan for humanity and save us from our fallen state. In order to
do so, He invites us to return to the beginning and consider God’s original plan for our
lives and for marital love. Jesus proposes that, for us to understand who we are now, we
must consider where we came from.
Note: This is a sensitive topic to discuss. Many students today come from different family
situations that may include divorce and remarriage or single parents. It is important to
be compassionate toward these situations and affirm the goodness and love that God still
brings forth from them. However, this does not minimize God’s original plan for humanity
and marital love, which Jesus seeks to restore in our hearts.
C. Next, arrange your students into three groups (or six, depending on the size of your
class). Assign each group one of the “original” states of being of man — Original Solitude,
Original Unity, or Original Nakedness. Distribute to each a group a copy of the handout
that corresponds to their assigned “original” (Handout D: Original Solitude, Handout E:
Original Unity, or Handout F: Original Nakedness).
D. Have each group work together to read the material on their assigned handout and
become “experts” about their assigned “original” by completing the comprehension
questions and reflecting together on the discussion questions. Let them know that after
this part of the activity they will be responsible for teaching members of a new group
about their assigned “original.”
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E. Once the “expert” groups have finished their work, rearrange your students into new
groups of three students each. Make sure that each group has one member from each
of the different “expert” groups
F. Distribute to each student Handout G: Original Solitude, Original Unity, and Original
Nakedness Expert Summaries. In their new groups, have students take turns teaching
the group about the “original” that they were assigned. Students should complete
Handout G during this time.

Wrap-Up

5-10 minutes

A. With students still in their second groups, give each group a piece of poster board or
butcher paper and make crayons, markers, and/or colored pencils available.
B. Have each group create a poster that illustrates what it means to be made in God’s
image and likeness. Posters should represent artistically in some way that God is love,
that He is Trinity, and that we are made in His image. Note: Given the nature of some of
the topics addressed in this lesson, it may be wise to tell students to keep their posters and
illustrations appropriate and respectful.
C. When finished, have each group briefly present and explain their posters to the class.
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HANDOUT A

Making Visible the Mystery of God

E

arly in his pontificate, Pope St. John Paul
II gave a series of talks deeply rooted in
Scripture that reflected on human nature
and marital love. They were later collected
into one work titled Theology of the Body.
This work has had a great impact on the
way we think about our origin, nature, and
destiny as human beings. The main idea,
or thesis, of the Pope’s reflection can be
summed up in the following statement:
The body, in fact, and only the body,
is capable of making visible what is
invisible: the spiritual and divine.
It has been created to transfer into
the visible reality of the world the
mystery hidden from eternity in
God, and thus to be a sign of it.
(Theology of the Body 19:4)

Pope Saint John Paul II
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Profoundly, John Paul II suggests that, by
its very nature, the human body makes
the invisible visible: the body translates
spiritual realities into the physical world. In
fact, the human body was created by God to
be a sign of the greatest spiritual reality of
all — the mystery of God Himself! In order to
more fully understand this truth, we must
explore some fundamental questions: Who
do we understand God to be? Who are we
in relation to God? And how do we reveal
the mystery of God?

God is Love
We read in 1 John 4:8 that “God is love.” This
means more than just that He loves, but
that He is love! In God’s deepest identity
He is love itself. It is clear that John is not
speaking here of the feeling, or emotion, of
love. Feelings come and go. The emotion
of love is what we feel towards our favorite
possessions, or when we eat our favorite
food, or even the butterflies in the stomach
feeling of falling in love. The love that is
God is greater than these feelings.
The love of God is the love that St. Thomas
Aquinas defined as willing the good of the
other. This kind of love is a choice to place
the good of another person before the good
of oneself. It is selfless, and self-giving.
The ancient Greeks called this kind of love
agape. In fact, agape love — freely giving of
oneself to another — is the greatest kind of
love. Agape love was perfectly shown to us
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by Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross, in which He
gave His life for all.
How is it, then, that God is love? God, who
is Trinity, has within Himself the ability
to be love. The Trinity is the Christian
belief that God is three Persons in one
God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each
Person of the Trinity is a unique Person,
and each Person of the Trinity is fully
God. The Persons of the Trinity eternally
give and receive love among themselves.
Another way to describe this is that God,
as Trinity, is a communion of Persons who
exist in an eternal exchange of love. It is in
this way that God is love — a never ending
total gift of self as an outpouring of love
between the three Persons of the Trinity.

The Imago Dei
God, who is love, created all things out of
love, in order to love. Out of all of creation,
God made human beings to share in His
love in a special way. We read in the very
beginning of the Bible that God made us in
His own image and likeness:
Then God said: Let us make human
beings in our image, after our
likeness… God created mankind in
his image; in the image of God he
created them; male and female he
created them. (Genesis 1:26-27)
The Fathers of the Church referred to this
concept as the imago Dei, or “the image of
God.” To be an image of something means
to be a likeness or representation of the
original thing. Human beings are made in
the image of God. To be made in the imago
Dei is to be made in the image of love. Each
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The formation of the family makes visible
to us the invisible God and His divine plan
for the human person. Image courtesy
Elizabeth Feudo, Elizabeth Rose Creative:
elizabethrosecreative.com

and every person is made like God: with
an intellect, free will, and the capacity for
love. Like God, each of us has the ability
to know and to understand, to use our
understanding to freely choose how we act,
and thus to freely give and receive love.
God calls us to love Him and to receive His
love for us. And He calls us to love each
other as He loves us.

An Icon of the Trinity
Notice that Genesis tells us that God made
us in His image as male and female. The
fact that we are made as male and female is
an important part of who we are as human
beings and the way in which we image
God. When a man and a woman come
together in marriage, their union becomes
a sign of something much greater than
themselves — God Himself. In marriage, a
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husband gives himself in love to his wife.
His wife receives his love and gives herself
in love to her husband. In the normal
course of things, their love results in the
procreation of life — children. By making
a total gift of themselves to their spouse
in marriage, man and woman become a
sign of God’s very nature — an icon of the
Trinity. Remember, at the heart of God’s
Trinitarian life is an eternal exchange of

love: the Father pours out His love upon the
Son. The Son receives the love of the Father
and returns it to Him. Eternally proceeding
from their love is the Holy Spirit, who is one
with the Father and the Son. Put this way,
it becomes easier to see how marital love,
expressed in and through our bodies, and
the formation of family makes visible to us
the invisible God and His divine plan for the
human person.

Comprehension and Critical Thinking Questions
1.

What does it mean to say that God is love?

2. How is marriage an icon of the Trinity?
3. Given what you have learned from this essay, how would you explain the
importance the Catholic Church places on defending the role of the family in our
society?
4. What are three ways that you can love others more like the way God loves us?

Learn a Little Latin
Imago Dei
MEANS

Image of God
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Facite! (Do It!)
Why do you think the word
imagination has the word
image in it?
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HANDOUT B

Masculinity and Femininity
Directions:

Draw in each box a visual representation of masculinity and femininity,
respectively. Do not use any sort of recognizable signs or symbols (such as
smiley faces, letters, numbers, or other recognizable forms beyond basic
shapes), but use purely gesture drawings, color, basic shapes and lines, and
so forth. Be sure to keep your eyes on your own drawings; do not look at
what other students are drawing. (This is important for the activity to work
properly.) You will have one minute to draw each picture.

Masculinity
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Femininity
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HANDOUT C

The Kiss
B Y G USTAV K L IMT
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HANDOUT C

The Kiss
The Kiss, by Gustav Klimt

Directions:

Take some time to quietly view and reflect on the art. Let yourself be inspired
in any way that happens naturally. Then think about the questions below and
discuss them with your classmates.

Conversation Questions
1.

How does the artist’s use of color draw your eye?

2. What do you notice about the clothing the man and woman in the painting are wearing?
3. Recall your drawings of masculinity and femininity. How did most of us depict
masculinity?
4. How did most of us depict femininity?
5. How do you see these “universal” depictions of masculinity and femininity depicted in
this painting?
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HANDOUT D

Original Solitude
Directions:

Read about your assigned “original” and discuss the questions below in order
to become an “expert” on this topic. (You will later be asked to teach other
students about what you have learned here.)

T

o be in solitude means to be alone. The
book of Genesis tells us that God made
the first man (Adam) before He made the
first woman (Eve). Therefore, there was a
time when Adam was alone. God formed
Adam from the dirt of the ground. He then
breathed His breath of life into Adam’s
nostrils. Very soon after God created Adam,
He said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone; I will make a helper suited to him”
(Genesis 2:18). God then brought to Adam
all of the animals for him to name. After this
was done, God declared that none of the
animals was a suitable partner for Adam. Of
course God knew all along that Adam was
different from the animals. To make this
point clear, God invited Adam to discover
his own uniqueness. It was in this state
of Original Solitude that Adam made this
discovery. Adam learned that he was unlike
any other creature that God created.
He alone was made in God’s image and
likeness. Only into Adam did God breathe
His very Spirit. Made in God’s image, Adam
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was a person and not just an animal. A
person has an inner life of thoughts and
understandings. A person also knows that
he is a person. Most importantly, a person
is free to choose how he acts. Of course,
Eve was as much a person as Adam. In fact,
the Hebrew word adam not only means
man in the male sense of the word, but also
refers to all of humanity, both male and
female.
All human beings are persons made in God’s
image. As Adam and Eve were made for
each other, we too are made to love one
another and to love God. It is our nature
to love. And we all have the same freedom
to choose as Adam and Eve. Sometimes we
choose the good by choosing to love as we
were made to do. Sometimes we choose
what is selfish and bad. Ultimately, to have
freedom means that we can choose to
love. In mankind’s original solitude, Adam
discovered that he was a person made in
God’s image and that he possessed an inner
life and the freedom to love.
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Comprehension Questions
1.

Briefly summarize your assigned “original” state of being of Adam and Eve.

2. What does your assigned “original” reveal about the way God created human
beings to be?
3. What does your assigned “original” tell us about how men and women are meant
to respond to God’s call to love?

Discussion Questions
1.

None of us has ever been truly alone in the way Adam was alone before God
created Eve. But there are times when we are not around other people. How do
you feel when you are alone? Are there times when being alone is good a thing?
When it is not a good thing?

2. Does being alone require being separate from other people? Can you be alone in
a crowd?
3. Why do you think it is important for a person to take time to be alone?
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HANDOUT E

Original Unity
Directions:

Read about your assigned “original” and discuss the questions below in order
to become an “expert” on this topic. (You will later be asked to teach other
students about what you have learned here.)

U

nity means oneness. The first man
(Adam), discovered that none of the
animals were a suitable partner for him.
So God cast a deep sleep upon Adam and
took a rib from his side. From the rib, God
created the first woman (Eve). God created
man and woman equal to one another
and close in heart. When Adam first saw
Eve he burst out into poetry, saying: “This
one, at last, is bone of my bones, and flesh
of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23). Not only does
Adam’s exclamation reveal that man is
inspired by great beauty, but it reveals
what Adam instantly saw in Eve. She was
another person like him. She was another
creature made in God’s image and likeness.
She too had an inner life of thoughts and
understanding. She had the freedom to
choose between right and wrong. And,
most importantly, she was another person
who was able to choose love.
As Adam saw, our personhood and freedom
is expressed in and through our bodies.
When we are sad or happy, it is shown in
and through our bodies. When a person
chooses to do something, it is our bodies
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that act. Our bodies show our inner selves.
Adam recognized in and through Eve’s body
that she was a person like him.
After Adam recognizes that Eve is a person
like him, Genesis 2:24 speaks of marriage
for the first time: “That is why a man
leaves his father and mother and clings
to his wife, and the two of them become
one body.” Adam and Eve entered into the
first marriage. Individually they are unique
creations made in God’s image. But united
together in marriage, they image God in a
special way. In the free exchange of love as
husband and wife, man and woman become
a unity of body and soul. In the marriage
union, human beings become a sign of God
Himself, who is Trinity. The Trinity is three
Persons in one God — Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The three Persons of the Trinity
freely love each other without beginning
or end. The union of man and woman
in marriage reveals the inner life of the
Trinity here on earth. In this way, marriage
is the primordial, or original, Sacrament.
It is a physical sign that makes visible the
invisible.
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Comprehension Questions
1.

Briefly summarize your assigned “original” state of being of Adam and Eve.

2. What does your assigned “original” reveal about the way God created human
beings to be?
3. What does your assigned “original” tell us about how men and women are meant
to respond to God’s call to love?

Discussion Questions
1.

What is a community that you belong to? What unites the various people in that
community? How does it feel to be a part of that community?

2. Why do you think it is important for a person to have a community of family and
friends?
3. Did this reading help you come to understand marriage in a new way? Explain.
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HANDOUT F

Original Nakedness
Directions:

A

Read about your assigned “original” and discuss the questions below in order
to become an “expert” on this topic. (You will later be asked to teach other
students about what you have learned here.)

fter we learn about the creation of
Adam and Eve and their union in the
first marriage, the sacred author of Genesis
tells us of how God settled them in the
Garden of Eden. There, we learn that “The
man and his wife were both naked, yet they
felt no shame” (Genesis 2:25). Nakedness
usually refers to a lack of clothing. While
Adam and Eve may very well not have worn
any clothes, the point of this passage is
something different. Genesis tells us that
in their nakedness, Adam and Eve felt no
shame. Shame is a painful feeling of guilt or
regret. We often feel shame after we have
done something sinful. Sometimes we feel
shame when we’re embarrassed, or when
we want to hide our deepest thoughts and
feelings away from others so we don’t get
hurt. In the beginning, Adam and Eve had
no reason to feel shame. There was no
reason to hide their inner selves from one
another. Because our bodies reveal our
inner selves, the nakedness of Adam and
Eve was symbolic of this reality. There was

100

no impulse to cover or hide themselves like
we would feel today.
In fact, when Adam looked at his wife, he
saw only another person, another creation
like him. And when Eve looked at her
husband she saw only another person,
another creation like her. The nakedness
of Genesis 2:25 means that Adam and Eve
saw each other for who they were — a son
and daughter of God made in His image
and likeness. They had no need to hide
themselves from the gaze of the other. They
were free of defenses, barriers, and masks.
They were completely vulnerable. They
were able to freely answer God’s call to love
one another as He loves us without any
fear of harm, rejection, or shame. They fully
understood the goodness of God’s plan and
were able to see one other as God sees us.
Ultimately, the nakedness of Adam and Eve
meant something far more important than a
lack of clothing. It was a symbol of the way
God wants us to know and love Him and to
love one another.
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Comprehension Questions
1.

Briefly summarize your assigned “original” state of being of Adam and Eve.

2. What does your assigned “original” reveal about the way God created human
beings to be?
3. What does your assigned “original” tell us about how men and women are meant
to respond to God’s call to love?

Discussion Questions
1.

Adam and Eve felt completely safe with one another. Is there someone in your
life who makes you feel completely safe?

2. What is it like when you are in the presence of someone who knows you very
well (i.e. a best friend, a sibling, a parent, and so forth)?
3. Why do you think it is important for a person to live as God calls us to live?
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HANDOUT G

Original Solitude, Original Unity, and Original
Nakedness Expert Summaries
Directions: In your new groups, teach each other about your assigned “originals.” Record
your notes and answers to the questions in the spaces below.

Original Solitude
ӹӹ What does it mean that human beings were created in Original Solitude?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
ӹӹ What do we learn about love in this original state of man?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Original Unity
ӹӹ What does it mean that human beings were created in Original Unity?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
ӹӹ What do we learn about love in this original state of man?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Original Nakedness
ӹӹ What does it mean that human beings were created in Original Nakedness?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
ӹӹ What do we learn about love in this original state of man?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Answer Key
Handout A: Making Visible the Mystery of God
1.

To say that God is love is to say not only that He loves, but that He is love. More than a
feeling, God’s love is agape love, or free, total, self-giving, sacrificial love. God is Trinity,
which means that He is three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in one God. The
Persons of the Trinity eternally give and receive love among themselves. God as Trinity
is a communion of persons in an eternal exchange of love.

2. Human beings are made in God’s image and likeness. Each person is made in God’s image
and possesses intellect, free will, and a capacity for love. But human beings are also made
in God’s image as male and female. Together, man and woman in marriage freely give
themselves to their spouse in love and, in the normal course of things, their love results in
the procreation of children. This communion of persons engaged in an exchange of love is
a sign of God’s Trinitarian life: the Father pours out His love on the Son, who returns the
Father’s love. Eternally proceeding from their love is the Holy Spirit.
3. Reasoned answers may include reference to the way in which marriage and the family
make God Himself known in the created world. Specifically, the way in which marital
love is an icon of the Trinity makes the love that is God present in creation in a visible
way. Therefore, marriage and the family must be defended and protected because it is a
sacred sign of the divine.
4. Accept reasoned answers.

Handout C: The Kiss
1.

Accept reasoned answers.

2. Their clothing is gold and seems to blend together, indicating the unity of these two
individuals.
3. With hard, thick, or jagged lines, squared shapes, and bold or dark colors.
4. With soft, thin, delicate lines, rounded shapes, and soft, light, or pastel colors.
5. The man’s clothing is decorated with square shapes and with bold, dark colors. The
woman’s clothing is decorated with circles and rounded lines and with lighter, pastellike colors. Students may notice that there are sections of the man’s clothing that have
rounded shapes and sections of the woman’s clothing with square shapes. Here you may
point out that this may show the way a man and a woman are united and become one
flesh in marriage. The husband is completed by his wife, and the wife is completed by
her husband.
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Handout D: Original Solitude
1.

Human beings were first made in solitude. In this original state, man discovered that
he is made in the image and likeness of God and, unique from all other creatures God
made, a person, with an inner life of thoughts and understandings, an awareness that he
is a person, and freedom, specifically to choose to love.

2. God made human beings in His image and likeness. We are meant, as individuals, to be
an image of God in creation. This means we are to love as He loves.
3. We are called to love as God loves. God made us as persons in His image with the
freedom to love Him and to love one another.
Discussion Questions: Accept reasoned answers for all.

Handout E: Original Unity
1.

God made Eve from a rib taken from Adam’s side. This signals to us that Eve is equal
to Adam. Adam recognizes that Eve is like him the first time he looks at her. Her
personhood is expressed in and through her body. She is a person like him, made in
God’s image and likeness. Together, united in marriage, man and woman are a sign of
God’s life as Trinity. They make known in the created world what it means that God is
love and that God is Trinity.

2. God made human beings in His image not only as individual persons, but also as male
and female together united in love in marriage. Marriage is the primordial Sacrament.
God designed marriage to be a physical sign in creation of His invisible life as Trinity.
3. God calls us to love one another through a gift of self. God calls some men to the
priesthood and some men and women to religious life. But God calls most men and
women to marriage, to give themselves body and soul as a free gift to their spouse and
in openness to life. In this way the love between spouses and families is a sign of God’s
life as Trinity — an exchange of life-giving love.
Discussion Questions: Accept reasoned answers for all.

G o d’s L ov e f or H u m an it y is Re v e a le d in Ou r B od ie s
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Handout F: Original Nakedness
1.

While Adam and Eve may not have worn clothing, their “nakedness without shame,” as
described in Genesis, means more than that. In the beginning, Adam and Eve had no
reason to feel shame or seek to hide themselves from the other in any way because they
saw each other as God sees us — as persons made in His image.

2. God created us in His image and He calls us to love freely and without fear of harm,
rejection, or shame. We should always strive to see others as God sees us.
3. When we know and understand that all of us are persons made in God’s image, we are
free to love more fully and freely as God calls us to love.
Discussion Questions: Accept reasoned answers for all.

Handout G: Original Solitude, Original Unity, and Original Nakedness
Expert Summaries
See the answers to Handouts D, E, and F to evaluate student responses.
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