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The Beatitudes in Jesus’ Life 1–4

Matthew 26:36-46
The Agony in the Garden

Then Jesus came with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.” He took 
along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
and began to feel sorrow and distress. Then 
he said to them, “My soul is sorrowful even 
to death. Remain here and keep watch with 
me.” He advanced a little and fell prostrate in 
prayer, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as 
you will.” When he returned to his disciples he 
found them asleep. He said to Peter, “So you 
could not keep watch with me for one hour? 
Watch and pray that you may not undergo the 
test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  
Withdrawing a second time, he prayed again, 
“My Father, if it is not possible that this cup 
pass without my drinking it, your will be done!” 
Then he returned once more and found them 
asleep, for they could not keep their eyes open. 
He left them and withdrew again and prayed a 
third time, saying the same thing again. Then he 
returned to his disciples and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, 
the hour is at hand when the Son of Man is to 
be handed over to sinners. Get up, let us go. 
Look, my betrayer is at hand.”

John 11:17-44
The Raising of Lazarus

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb for four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two 

miles away. And many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to comfort them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. 
[But] even now I know that whatever you ask of 
God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise.” Martha said to him, “I know 
he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” 
Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, 
will live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one who is coming into the world.” When she 
had said this, she went and called her sister 
Mary secretly, saying, “The teacher is here and 
is asking for you.” As soon as she heard this, she 
rose quickly and went to him. For Jesus had not 
yet come into the village, but was still where 
Martha had met him. So when the Jews who 
were with her in the house comforting her saw 
Mary get up quickly and go out, they followed 
her, presuming that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. When Mary came to where 
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw 
her weeping and the Jews who had come with 
her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply 
troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus 
wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” 
But some of them said, “Could not the one 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
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done something so that this man would not 
have died?” So Jesus, perturbed again, came to 
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across 
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by 
now there will be a stench; he has been dead 
for four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believe you will see the glory of 
God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for 
hearing me. I know that you always hear me; 
but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” And 
when he had said this, he cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came 
out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and 
his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to 
them, “Untie him and let him go.”

Matthew 26:57-68
Jesus before the Sanhedrin

Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to 
Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 
the elders were assembled. Peter was following 
him at a distance as far as the high priest’s 
courtyard, and going inside he sat down with 
the servants to see the outcome. The chief 
priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept trying to 
obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to 
put him to death, but they found none, though 
many false witnesses came forward. Finally 
two came forward who stated, “This man said, 
‘I can destroy the temple of God and within 
three days rebuild it.’” The high priest rose and 
addressed him, “Have you no answer? What are 
these men testifying against you?” But Jesus 
was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I 
order you to tell us under oath before the living 
God whether you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “You have said 
so. But I tell you: From now on you will see 

‘the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the 
Power’ and ‘coming on the clouds of heaven.’” 
Then the high priest tore his robes and said, 
“He has blasphemed! What further need have 
we of witnesses? You have now heard the 
blasphemy; what is your opinion?” They said 
in reply, “He deserves to die!” Then they spat 
in his face and struck him, while some slapped 
him, saying, “Prophesy for us, Messiah: who is it 
that struck you?”

Matthew 27:27-44
Mockery by the Soldiers

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus 
inside the praetorium and gathered the 
whole cohort around him. They stripped off 
his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak 
about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they 
placed it on his head, and a reed in his right 
hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked 
him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat 
upon him and took the reed and kept striking 
him on the head. And when they had mocked 
him, they stripped him of the cloak, dressed 
him in his own clothes, and led him off to 
crucify him.

The Way of the Cross

 As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian 
named Simon; this man they pressed into 
service to carry his cross.

The Crucifixion

 And when they came to a place called Golgotha 
(which means Place of the Skull), they gave 
Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall.  But when 
he had tasted it, he refused to drink. After they 
had crucified him, they divided his garments 
by casting lots; then they sat down and kept 
watch over him there. And they placed over his 
head the written charge against him: This is 
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Jesus, the King of the Jews. Two revolutionaries 
were crucified with him, one on his right and 
the other on his left. Those passing by reviled 
him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who 
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 
days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, 
[and] come down from the cross!” Likewise 
the chief priests with the scribes and elders 
mocked him and said, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! 
Let him come down from the cross now, and we 
will believe in him. He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, ‘I 
am the Son of God.’” The revolutionaries who 
were crucified with him also kept abusing him 
in the same way.

Matthew 14:15-21
The Feeding of the Five Thousand

When it was evening, the disciples approached 
him and said, “This is a deserted place and 
it is already late; dismiss the crowds so that 
they can go to the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” [Jesus] said to them, “There is no 
need for them to go away; give them some food 
yourselves.” But they said to him, “Five loaves 
and two fish are all we have here.” Then he said, 
“Bring them here to me,” and he ordered the 
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the 
five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to 
heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, 
and gave them to the disciples, who in turn 
gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were 
satisfied, and they picked up the fragments left 
over—twelve wicker baskets full. Those who ate 
were about five thousand men, not counting 
women and children.
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