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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector (Lower
Elementary)
November 3, 2019 – Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage, Jesus meets a tax collector named Zacchaeus. Because of this encounter,
Zacchaeus repents and make amends for his sinfulness. Jesus proclaims to the grumbling crowd that He
has come to seek and save the lost, like Zacchaeus. In this lesson, students will consider the things that
are crowding their own view of Jesus and what practical things they can do to imitate Zacchaeus and see
Jesus more clearly.

Directions
A. Read the Gospel passage aloud to your students as they follow along. Then discuss the focus and
reflection questions with them as a class.
B. Have your students complete the Seeing Jesus activity.
C. Conclude by showing the video of the song “Open My Eyes, Lord” by Jesse Manibusan found at
the following link: SophiaOnline.org/OpenMyEyes. The video includes the lyrics to the song.
Encourage your students to prayerfully reflect upon the meaning of the song. You may also
consider singing the song together as a class.

Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. Zacchaeus could not see Jesus through the crowd because he was short, so he climbed a nearby
sycamore tree.
2. Jesus told Zacchaeus to come down because He was going to stay at his house.
3. The crowd grumbled because Zacchaeus was a sinner, and “sinner” was how they thought of
him.
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4. He would give half of his possessions to the poor and repay anyone he unjustly took money
from four times over.
5. The Son of Man had come to seek and save what was lost.
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Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 19:1-10: Zacchaeus the
Tax Collector
At that time, Jesus came to

quickly and received him with

Jericho and intended to pass

joy. When they all saw this, they

through the town. Now a man

began to grumble, saying, “He

there named Zacchaeus, who

has gone to stay at the house of

was a chief tax collector and also

a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood

a wealthy man, was seeking to

there and said to the Lord,

see who Jesus was; but he could

“Behold, half of my possessions,

not see him because of the

Lord, I shall give to the poor, and

crowd, for he was short in

if I have extorted anything from

stature. So he ran ahead and

anyone I shall repay it four times

climbed a sycamore tree in order

over.” And Jesus said to him,

to see Jesus, who was about to

“Today salvation has come to

pass that way. When he reached

this house because this man too

the place, Jesus looked up and

is a descendant of Abraham. For

said, “Zacchaeus, come down

the Son of Man has come to seek

quickly, for today I must stay at

and to save what was lost.

your house.” And he came down
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Focus Questions
1. Why couldn’t Zacchaeus see Jesus? What did Zacchaeus do to see
Him?
2. What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus while he was in the tree?
3. Why did the crowd grumble at what Jesus said?
4. What did Zacchaeus tell Jesus he would do?
5. Why did Jesus say the Son of Man had come?
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Seeing Jesus
Directions: Zacchaeus the tax collector could not see through the
crowd. He climbed a tree in order to see Jesus. In the box below, draw a
picture of Zacchaeus in the tree. Then, write about something you can
do to help others see Jesus.
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How can I help others see Jesus?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Question about the Resurrection (Lower
Elementary)
November 10, 2019 – Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage, when challenged by the Sadducees, Jesus teaches about the resurrection
of the body at the end of time. In this lesson, students will explore what the Church teaches about the
end of time and the meaning of the resurrection of the body.

Directions
A. Read the Gospel passage aloud to your students as they follow along. Then discuss the focus and
reflection questions with them as a class.
B. Create a prayerful atmosphere in your classroom. Show your students the video of the song
“Christ Is Risen” by Matt Maher, which can be found at the following link:
Sophiaonline.org/ChristIsRisen. Then, lead your students in a discussion of the meaning of the
song using the Christ is Risen Guided Discussion notes below.
C. Have your students complete the Gospel Word Scramble. Assist them if needed.

Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. That there is a resurrection. (We believe as Christians that at the end of time, when Jesus
returns, there will be a resurrection of the body in which our souls will be reunited with our
glorified bodies, much like what Jesus’ glorified body was like after His Resurrection. It is in the
state that we will enjoy eternal life in communion with God and with each other in the New
Heaven and the New Earth.)

© SOPHIA INSTITUTE FOR TEACHERS

8

2. If there were seven brothers who each married the same woman after the previous brother died
without children (according to the Law of Moses), then, at the resurrection, whose wife would
she be?
3. He said the resurrected “are like angels; and they are the children of God for they are the ones
who will rise.”

Christ is Risen Guided Discussion
A. Create a prayerful atmosphere in your classroom. Show your students the video of the song
“Christ Is Risen” by Matt Maher, which can be found at the following link:
Sophiaonline.org/ChristIsRisen. Have your students follow along with the lyrics. Then, after
giving them a few moments of silent reflection, ask the following questions:
•

What is this song about? Accept reasoned answers. Help your students recognize that the
song is about how Christ defeated death and sin by His Death and Resurrection.

•

What do the words of the song tell us to do? Come awake, come and rise up from the grave.

•

Why do you think the song is calling us to “come awake” or “wake up”? What are we waking
from? The song is calling us to wake up (or to rise up from the grave) because we are dead to
sin. Mortal sin cuts us off from God and causes spiritual death. Jesus’ Resurrection has
changed things. His Resurrection means that we can “wake up” from spiritual death and rise
to new and eternal life in Him.

•

What teaching of the Apostles’ Creed is this song about? The Resurrection of Christ and the
resurrection of our own bodies.

B. Explain to your students that not only did Jesus rise from the dead, but His Resurrection made it
possible for us to rise from the dead too. In fact, we profess our belief in the resurrection of the
body every time we say the Creed. As Catholics, we “believe in the resurrection of the body and
life everlasting.” The everlasting life that Jesus promised is a bodily life, when at the end of time
our souls will be reunited with our resurrected bodies and we will be with God in the New
Heaven and the New Earth. All of Creation will be renewed!

Gospel Word Scramble
1. Living
2. Children
3. Angels
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Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 20:27-38: The Question
about the Resurrection
Some Sadducees, those who

For all seven had been married

deny that there is a resurrection,

to her.” Jesus said to them, “The

came forward and put this

children of this age marry and

question to Jesus, saying,

remarry; but those who are

“Teacher, Moses wrote for us, ‘If

deemed worthy to attain to the

someone's brother dies leaving a

coming age and to the

wife but no child, his brother

resurrection of the dead neither

must take the wife and raise up

marry nor are given in marriage.

descendants for his brother.’

They can no longer die, for they

Now there were seven brothers;

are like angels; and they are the

the first married a woman but

children of God because they are

died childless. Then the second

the ones who will rise. That the

and the third married her, and

dead will rise even Moses made

likewise all the seven died

known in the passage about the

childless. Finally the woman also

bush, when he called out ‘Lord,’

died. Now at the resurrection

the God of Abraham, the God of

whose wife will that woman be?

Isaac, and the God of Jacob; and
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he is not God of the dead, but of
the living, for to him all are
alive.”

Focus Questions
1. What did the Sadducees deny?
2. What did the Sadducees ask Jesus?
3. How does Jesus describe the resurrected?
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Gospel Word Scramble
Directions: The words on the left are scrambled. Can you solve
them? Write the answers on the lines below. Use the clues on the
right for help!

Unscramble

Clues

GILINV

He is not God of the dead,

_________________

HIDCNLER

_________________
GENLAS

________________
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but of the _____...

The ______ of this age
marry and remarry…

They can no longer die,
for they are like ______...
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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Sign of the End and the Coming
Persecution (Lower Elementary)
November 17, 2019 – Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage Jesus warns of the persecution of His followers as a sign of the end times
and gives a message of hope. In this lesson, students will reflect upon the importance of signs in light of
the Gospel reading and brainstorm seasonal signs we see in nature.

Directions
A. Read the Gospel passage aloud to your students as they follow along. Then discuss the focus and
reflection questions with them as a class.
B. Have students complete the Signs activity.
C. When they are done, ask student volunteers to share their answers with the class. Guide a
discussion about why the signs in nature are important to recognize, and what could happen if
we ignore them.

Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. There would come a day “when there will not be left a stone upon another stone that will not
be thrown down.” In other words, the Temple will be destroyed.
2. A sign so that they would know when the destruction of the Temple would happen.
3. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful
earthquakes, famine, and plagues. And there will be awesome sights and mighty signs from the
sky.
4. Jesus Himself will give wisdom in speaking “so that all your adversaries will be powerless to
resist or refute.”
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Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 21:5-19: The Sign of the
End and the Coming Persecution
While some people were

has come.’ Do not follow them!

speaking about how the temple

When you hear of wars and

was adorned with costly stones

insurrections, do not be terrified;

and votive offerings, Jesus said,

for such things must happen

“All that you see here--the days

first, but it will not immediately

will come when there will not be

be the end.” Then he said to

left a stone upon another stone

them, “Nation will rise against

that will not be thrown down.”

nation, and kingdom against

Then they asked him, “Teacher,

kingdom. There will be powerful

when will this happen? And

earthquakes, famines, and

what sign will there be when all

plagues from place to place; and

these things are about to

awesome sights and mighty

happen?” He answered, “See

signs will come from the sky.

that you not be deceived, for

“Before all this happens,

many will come in my name,

however, they will seize and

saying, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time

persecute you, they will hand
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you over to the synagogues and

powerless to resist or refute. You

to prisons, and they will have

will even be handed over by

you led before kings and

parents, brothers, relatives, and

governors because of my name.

friends, and they will put some

It will lead to your giving

of you to death. You will be

testimony. Remember, you are

hated by all because of my

not to prepare your defense

name, but not a hair on your

beforehand, for I myself shall

head will be destroyed. By your

give you a wisdom in speaking

perseverance you will secure

that all your adversaries will be

your lives.”

Focus Questions
1. What did Jesus say would happen to the Temple?
2. What did the people ask Jesus for?
3. What things did Jesus say will happen at the end of time?
4. Why should the faithful not prepare a defense beforehand?
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Signs
Jesus speaks of the signs before the end times. Signs are very helpful.
We see signs every day, in our houses, at school, and also in nature.
Signs tell us about things that are to come!
Directions: On the lines below, list three signs in nature that tell you
winter is coming soon. Then, answer the questions.
1. ______________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________

When you see these signs, what can you do to prepare for the
coming of winter?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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Think about the signs Jesus tells us about in the Gospel. What
can you do to prepare for the coming of Jesus?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Crucifixion
(Middle and Upper Elementary)
November 24th, 2019 – The Solemnity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage, Jesus is mocked and called “king of the Jews” while on the Cross. We
celebrate this week the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, and praise Him for His
rule over all things. In this lesson, students will complete a search-and-find with sacred art.

Directions
A. Read the Gospel passage aloud to your students as they follow along. Then discuss the focus and
reflection questions with them as a class.
B. Have your students complete the Search-and-Find activity.
C. After you students have completed the activity, ask them what they think we call Jesus Christ
the King of the Universe?

Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. “He saved others, let Him save Himself if He is the chosen one, the Christ of God.”
2. “This is the King of the Jews.”
3. “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.”
4. The second criminal asked Jesus to remember him when He came into His Kingdom. Jesus
responded saying “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
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Search-and-Find
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Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 23:35-43: The Crucifixion
The rulers sneered at Jesus and

The other, however, rebuking

said, “He saved others, let him

him, said in reply, “Have you no

save himself if he is the chosen

fear of God, for you are subject

one, the Christ of God.” Even the

to the same condemnation? And

soldiers jeered at him. As they

indeed, we have been

approached to offer him wine

condemned justly, for the

they called out, “If you are King

sentence we received

of the Jews, save yourself.”

corresponds to our crimes, but

Above him there was an

this man has done nothing

inscription that read, “This is the

criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus,

King of the Jews.” Now one of

remember me when you come

the criminals hanging there

into your kingdom.” He replied

reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you

to him, “Amen, I say to you,

not the Christ? Save yourself and

today you will be with me in

us.”

Paradise.”
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Focus Questions
1. What did the rulers “sneer” at Jesus on the Cross?
2. What was written on the sign above Jesus?
3. Jesus was crucified with two criminals. What did the first criminal
say to Jesus?
4. What did the second criminal ask of Jesus? How did Jesus
respond?
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Search-and-Find
Directions: Compare the two versions of the painting. Can you find the
10 apples hidden in the second one?
What Our Lord Saw from the Cross by James Tissot (between 1884-1894).
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