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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector (Middle and
Upper Elementary)
November 3, 2019 – Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage, Jesus meets a tax collector named Zacchaeus. Because of this encounter,
Zacchaeus repents and make amends for his sinfulness. Jesus proclaims to the grumbling crowd that He
has come to seek and save the lost, like Zacchaeus. In this lesson, students will consider the things that
are crowding their own view of Jesus and what practical things they can do to imitate Zacchaeus and see
Jesus more clearly.

Directions
A. Have students read the Gospel passage, or read it aloud to your students, and then answer the
focus questions. You may have students answer them on their own or you may discuss them
together as a class.
B. Have your students complete the Seeing Jesus activity.
C. When complete, have your students share with a partner their responses. Then, call on a few
students to share with the class.
D. Conclude by showing the video of the song “Open My Eyes, Lord” by Jesse Manibusan found at
the following link: SophiaOnline.org/OpenMyEyes. The video includes the lyrics to the song.
Encourage your students to prayerfully reflect upon the meaning of the song. You may also
consider singing the song together as a class.

Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. Zacchaeus was a wealthy tax collector. He could not see Jesus through the crowd because he
was short, so he climbed a nearby sycamore tree.
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2. Jesus told Zacchaeus to come down because He was going to stay at his house. The crowd
grumbled because Zacchaeus was a sinner, and “sinner” was how they thought of him.
3. He would give half of his possessions to the poor and repay anyone he extorted (unjustly took
money from) four times over.
4. He too was a descendant of Abraham, and the Son of Man had come to seek and save what was
lost.

© SOPHIA INSTITUTE FOR TEACHERS

3

Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 19:1-10: Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
At that time, Jesus came to Jericho and

received him with joy. When they all saw this,

intended to pass through the town. Now a man

they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to

there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax

stay at the house of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus

collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking

stood there and said to the Lord, “Behold, half

to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him

of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor,

because of the crowd, for he was short in

and if I have extorted anything from anyone I

stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a

shall repay it four times over.” And Jesus said to

sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was

him, “Today salvation has come to this house

about to pass that way. When he reached the

because this man too is a descendant of

place, Jesus looked up and said, “Zacchaeus,

Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek

come down quickly, for today I must stay at

and to save what was lost.

your house.” And he came down quickly and

Focus Questions
1. Who was Zacchaeus and why couldn’t he see Jesus? What did Zacchaeus do to see Him?
2. What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus while he was in the tree? How did the crowd respond? Why?
3. What did Zacchaeus then tell Jesus he would do?
4. Why did Jesus say that salvation had come to Zacchaeus?
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Seeing Jesus
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Zacchaeus the tax collector was unable to see Jesus through the crowd, so he
climbed a tree in order to see Him. Because of his determination, Jesus spoke to Zacchaeus and his life
was changed. Sometimes we are just like Zacchaeus: unable to see Jesus in our lives because of things
standing in our way. Unlike Zacchaeus, sometimes we just accept the fact that we can’t see Jesus and
turn away from Him without doing anything to change. Think about the things in your life that are
“crowding” you and preventing you from seeing Jesus. (Maybe it’s laziness, maybe it’s sin, maybe it’s
something that you’re afraid of.) In the space below, list four things in your life that are preventing you
from seeing Jesus. Then, describe something you can do to overcome each thing you listed.

What is preventing me from seeing Jesus?

What can I do to overcome it?

1.

2.

3.

4.
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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Question about the Resurrection
(Middle and Upper Elementary)
November 10, 2019 – Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage, when challenged by the Sadducees, Jesus teaches about the resurrection
of the body at the end of time. In this lesson, students will explore what the Church teaches about the
end of time and the meaning of the resurrection of the body.

Directions
A. Have students read the Gospel passage, or read it aloud to your students, and then answer the
focus questions. You may have students answer them on their own or you may discuss them
together as a class.
B. Create a prayerful atmosphere in your classroom. Show your students the video of the song
“Christ Is Risen” by Matt Maher, which can be found at the following link:
Sophiaonline.org/ChristIsRisen. Then, lead your students in a discussion of the meaning of the
song using the Christ is Risen Guided Discussion notes below.
C. Arrange your students into six groups. Assign each group one of the paragraphs from the
Catechism of the Catholic Church listed on the What Do We Believe about the New Heavens
and the New Earth at the End of Time? activity. Have each group read their assigned CCC
reference and answer the focus questions.
D. When each group has finished their assigned portion, call on each group to share their findings
about what we believe as Catholics about the end of time.
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Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. That there is a resurrection. (We believe as Christians that at the end of time, when Jesus
returns, there will be a resurrection of the body in which our souls will be reunited with our
glorified bodies, much like what Jesus’ glorified body was like after His Resurrection. It is in the
state that we will enjoy eternal life in communion with God and with each other in the New
Heaven and the New Earth.)
2. If a man dies without any children, his brother may marry his wife to raise up descendants for
him.
3. If there were seven brothers who each married the same woman after the previous brother died
without children (according to the Law of Moses), then, at the resurrection, whose wife would
she be?
4. We neither marry nor are given in marriage. In other words, there is no marriage after the
resurrection of the body at the end of time.
5. There is no marriage after the resurrection because we no longer die, and are like the angels,
children of God.
6. Moses called God the God not “of the dead, but of the living, for to Him all alive.”

What We Believe about the New Heavens and the New Earth at the End of Time
1. At the end of time.
2. The righteous will reign forever with Christ glorified in body and soul. The universe will be
renewed.
3. The Church.
4. The New Heavens and the New Earth.
5. Bringing all things in Heaven and on earth under the single head of Christ.
6. Among men.
7. Tears, death, mourning, crying, or pain.
8. The unity of the human race which God willed from creation and which the pilgrim Church has
been “in the nature of sacrament” (i.e., a sign of).
9. Those who are united with Christ. The holy city of God, the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.
10. Sin, stains, or self-love.
11. Happiness, peace, and mutual communion.
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12. To be transformed and restored to its original state, facing no obstacles, and be at the service of
the just.
13. We do not know when or how.
14. The world is passing away, and God is preparing for us a New Heavens and a New Earth that will
surpass all of our desires.

Christ is Risen Guided Discussion
A. Create a prayerful atmosphere in your classroom. Show your students the video of the song
“Christ Is Risen” by Matt Maher, which can be found at the following link:
Sophiaonline.org/ChristIsRisen. Have your students follow along with the lyrics. Then, after
giving them a few moments of silent reflection, ask the following questions:
•

What is the main message of this song? Accept reasoned answers. Help your students
recognize that the song is about how Christ defeated death and sin by His Death and
Resurrection.

•

What do the lyrics of the song call us to? Come awake, come and rise up from the grave.

•

What teaching of the Apostles’ Creed is this song about? The Resurrection of Christ and the
resurrection of our own bodies.

B. Explain to your students that not only did Jesus rise from the dead, but His Resurrection made it
possible for us to rise from the dead too. In fact, we profess our belief in the resurrection of the
body every time we say the Creed. As Catholics, we “believe in the resurrection of the body and
life everlasting.” The everlasting life that Jesus promised is a bodily life, when at the end of time
our souls will be reunited with our resurrected bodies and we will be with God in the New
Heaven and the New Earth. All of Creation will be renewed!
C. Read aloud to your students 1 Corinthians 15:45, 49, 51-52, 54-55:
•

So, too, it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being,” the last Adam a lifegiving spirit. …Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly one. …Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep, but we
will all be changed, in an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. …[T]hen the word
that is written shall come about: “Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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D. Then, ask your students the following questions:
•

How is St. Paul comparing Jesus to Adam? Adam was the first man, who gave life to us all
(and brought death through the first sin), and Jesus is the last man, or the kind of man we all
will become (in His resurrected form).

•

What does St. Paul mean when he says, “Just as we have borne the image of the earthly
one, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one”? Just as we were born into our
humanity through Adam, the first man, so too will we be brought into the resurrection
through Jesus.

•

Notice the lyrics from the song in this passage: “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?” What do you think St. Paul, and the author of the song we just heard,
meant by these words? Death has no victory over us and cannot truly harm us because of
Jesus’ Resurrection.
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Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 20:27-38: The Question about the
Resurrection
Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is

children of this age marry and remarry; but

a resurrection, came forward and put this

those who are deemed worthy to attain to the

question to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, Moses

coming age and to the resurrection of the dead

wrote for us, ‘If someone's brother dies leaving

neither marry nor are given in marriage. They

a wife but no child, his brother must take the

can no longer die, for they are like angels; and

wife and raise up descendants for his brother.’

they are the children of God because they are

Now there were seven brothers; the first

the ones who will rise. That the dead will rise

married a woman but died childless. Then the

even Moses made known in the passage about

second and the third married her, and likewise

the bush, when he called out ‘Lord,’ the God of

all the seven died childless. Finally the woman

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of

also died. Now at the resurrection whose wife

Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, but of the

will that woman be? For all seven had been

living, for to him all are alive.”

married to her.” Jesus said to them, “The

Focus Questions
1. What did the Sadducees deny?
2. What did Moses teach about a man who died without any children?
3. What question did the Sadducees ask of Jesus?
4. What does Jesus say about marriage after the resurrection of the body at the end of time?
5. What reason does Jesus give for this teaching?
6. What proof does Jesus give that Moses believed in the resurrection of the body?
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What Do We Believe about the New Heavens
and the New Earth at the End of Time?
In this week’s Gospel, Jesus teaches about what it will be like at the end of time after the resurrection of
the body. He affirms that there will be no need for marriage because the faithful who rise will have
eternal life and be sons and daughters of God. What will happen to us at the end of time? These
teachings of the Church are, perhaps, some of the most misunderstood, even by Christians. We confess
our belief in the resurrection of the body at the end of time every Sunday at Mass when we say the
following words of the Nicene Creed: “I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come.” But do you really know what we are stating that we believe? And what do you know
about the end of time?
Read the following paragraphs from the Catechism of the Catholic Church about what the Church
teaches about the New Heavens and the New Earth, and then answer the focus questions.
1042 At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come in its fullness. After the universal judgment, the
righteous will reign for ever with Christ, glorified in body and soul. The universe itself will be renewed:
The Church…will receive her perfection only in the glory of heaven, when will come the time of
the renewal of all things. At that time, together with the human race, the universe itself, which
is so closely related to man and which attains its destiny through him, will be perfectly reestablished in Christ.

Focus Questions
1. When will the Kingdom of God come in its fullness?
__________________________________________________________________________________

2. What will the righteous do after the universal judgment? What will happen to the universe?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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3. What will be perfected in the glory of Heaven?
__________________________________________________________________________________
1043 Sacred Scripture calls this mysterious renewal, which will transform humanity and the world, “new
heavens and a new earth.” It will be the definitive realization of God’s plan to bring under a single head
“all things in [Christ], things in heaven and things on earth.”

Focus Questions
4. What does Scripture call the mysterious renewal?
__________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is God’s plan that will be definitively realized?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
1044 In this new universe, the heavenly Jerusalem, God will have his dwelling among men. “He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying
nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away.”

Focus Questions
6. Where will God’s dwelling be in this new universe?
__________________________________________________________________________________
7. What will there no longer be?
__________________________________________________________________________________
1045 For man, this consummation will be the final realization of the unity of the human race, which God
willed from creation and of which the pilgrim Church has been “in the nature of sacrament.” Those who
are united with Christ will form the community of the redeemed, “the holy city” of God, “the Bride, the
wife of the Lamb.” She will not be wounded any longer by sin, stains, self-love, that destroy or wound
the earthly community. The beatific vision, in which God opens himself in an inexhaustible way to the
elect, will be the ever-flowing well-spring of happiness, peace, and mutual communion.

Focus Questions
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8. What will be finally realized for man?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
9. Who will form the community of the redeemed? What will they be called?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
10. What will no longer destroy or wound the earthly community?
__________________________________________________________________________________
11. The Beatific Vision is the privilege of the souls in Heaven to look upon God as He is, face-to-face.
What will flow from the Beatific Vision?
__________________________________________________________________________________
1047 The visible universe, then, is itself destined to be transformed, “so that the world itself, restored to
its original state, facing no further obstacles, should be at the service of the just,” sharing their
glorification in the risen Jesus Christ.

Focus Questions
12. What is the destiny of the visible universe?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
1048 “We know neither the moment of the consummation of the earth and of man, nor the way in
which the universe will be transformed. The form of this world, distorted by sin, is passing away, and we
are taught that God is preparing a new dwelling and a new earth in which righteousness dwells, in which
happiness will fill and surpass all the desires of peace arising in the hearts of men.”

Focus Questions
13. When will the consummation (the ultimate end or finishing) of the earth and man occur? How will
that happen?
__________________________________________________________________________________
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14. What do we know about the ultimate end?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Sign of the End and the Coming
Persecution (Middle and Upper Elementary)
November 17, 2019 – Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage Jesus warns of the persecution of His followers as a sign of the end times
and gives a message of hope. In this lesson, students will reflect upon the meaning of the end times and
how they can bring hope to the world around them.

Directions
A. Have students read the Gospel passage, or read it aloud to your students, and then answer the
focus questions. You may have students answer them on their own or you may discuss them
together as a class.
B. Have students read The End Times essay and complete the focus and reflection questions.
C. Review and discuss the answers when they have completed the focus questions.

Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. There would come a day “when there will not be left a stone upon another stone that will not
be thrown down.” In other words, the Temple will be destroyed.
2. A sign so that they would know when the destruction of the Temple would happen.
3. Not to follow them.
4. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful
earthquakes, famine, and plagues. And there will be awesome sights and mighty signs from the
sky.
5. They will be seized and persecuted, handed over to “synagogues and to prisons” and be led
before “kings and governors” because of their faith in Jesus. The faithful will be required to give
testimony.
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6. Jesus Himself will give wisdom in speaking “so that all your adversaries will be powerless to
resist or refute.”
7. By their perseverance.

The End Times Focus and Reflection Questions
1. Jesus taught that a sign of the end times would be the world’s persecution of His followers. The
world has always persecuted the followers of Jesus, up to and including today. This fact tells us that
the end times are now and have been since the beginning of the age of the Church.
2. Do not be afraid. This means that even though the world will always stand against us, because Jesus
won eternal life for us by His Cross and Resurrection, we can always be confident that what God has
planned for us in the next life is greater than anything in this life.
3. Accept reasoned answers.
4. Accept reasoned answers.
5. Accept reasoned answers.
6. Accept reasoned answers.
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Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 21:5-19: The Sign of the End and the Coming
Persecution
While some people were speaking about how

plagues from place to place; and awesome

the temple was adorned with costly stones and

sights and mighty signs will come from the sky.

votive offerings, Jesus said, “All that you see

“Before all this happens, however, they will

here--the days will come when there will not be

seize and persecute you, they will hand you

left a stone upon another stone that will not be

over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they

thrown down.”

will have you led before kings and governors

Then they asked him, “Teacher, when will this

because of my name. It will lead to your giving

happen? And what sign will there be when all

testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare

these things are about to happen?” He

your defense beforehand, for I myself shall give

answered, “See that you not be deceived, for

you a wisdom in speaking that all your

many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’

adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute.

and ‘The time has come.’ Do not follow them!

You will even be handed over by parents,

When you hear of wars and insurrections, do

brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will

not be terrified; for such things must happen

put some of you to death. You will be hated by

first, but it will not immediately be the end.”

all because of my name, but not a hair on your

Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against

head will be destroyed. By your perseverance

nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There

you will secure your lives.”

will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and

Focus Questions
1. What did Jesus say would happen to the Temple?
2. What did the people ask for from Jesus?
3. What did Jesus warn us to do about those who come in His name and deceive us?
4. Jesus tells us to not be terrified of the wars and insurrections that will occur in the time leading
up to the end of time. What other things does Jesus describe will happen?
5. What does Jesus say will happen to the faithful people before all these things happen? What will
they be required to do?
6. Why should the faithful not prepare a defense beforehand?
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7. How will the faithful secure their lives?
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The End Times
Directions: Read about Jesus’ teaching about the end times and His message of hope. Then, answer the
focus and reflection questions.
For Jesus, and His Apostles, the end times were not something that would occur far into the future. The
end times were now. They began the moment the Church was founded during Jesus’ earthly life and
they continue through today. We live in the end times, as much as the Apostles did. As Jesus taught us,
it is not for us to know the day nor the hour of His return. It could be tomorrow, or it could be a
thousand years from now. Which means, for us, the end times are today, tomorrow, and all the days we
have left on this earth.
Jesus spoke of a sign of the end times: the persecution of Christians. In this week’s Gospel, Jesus said:
“You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your
perseverance you will secure your lives.”
This week’s Gospel is one of many times that Jesus speaks of the persecution of His followers. In
Matthew 5:11-12, Jesus said: “Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every
kind of evil against you [falsely] because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in
heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” Jesus often spoke of the way the
world would treat Christians. History supports Jesus’ warning. From the earliest days of Christianity, the
faithful were persecuted: first by the Jews, then by the Romans, then by kings and governors throughout
the world, up to and including our present day. According to Jesus and this sign, the end times is now.
The thought of being persecuted for being a follower of Jesus might seem scary. No one likes the idea of
being attacked, insulted, or hated. But, while Jesus warned us of persecution, He also gave us hope. In
this week’s Gospel, He said “Do not be terrified.” In fact, Jesus repeated this message of hope many
times throughout the Gospels: “do not be afraid.” Even though the world will “hate” us because of our
belief in Jesus, it is that very same faith in Jesus that will strengthen us. By His Cross and Resurrection,
Jesus won for us salvation from sin and eternal life. This prize is far greater than anything this world has
to offer. No matter how difficult things may get, or how much the world stands against the teachings
and practices of the Church, we must persevere in our faith and willingness to do God’s will, and we can
always be confident that what God has in store for us in the next life is worth more than all the money,
power, fame, and glory of this life.
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Focus and Reflection Questions:
1. What did Jesus teach would be a sign of the end times? What does this sign tell us about when the
end times will take place?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
2. What message of hope did Jesus give to us? What does this message of hope mean for us?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are three ways that the world stands against the Christian faith? (In other words, how does
our world—government, media, pop-culture, and so forth—teach something contrary to our faith?)
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
4. Have you ever felt persecuted for something that you believe in? What happened? How did you
feel?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
5. Have you ever felt persecuted for your Christian faith? What happened? How did you respond?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
6. What are three ways that you can bring about hope in the world around you?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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TEACHING THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Crucifixion (Middle and Upper
Elementary)
November 24th, 2019 – The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe
Overview
In this week’s Gospel passage, Jesus is mocked and called “king of the Jews” while on the Cross. We
celebrate this week the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, and praise Him for His
rule over all things. In this lesson, students will contemplate sacred art and consider what it means that
Jesus is the King of Glory.

Directions
A. Have students read the Gospel passage, or read it aloud to your students, and then answer the
focus questions. You may have students answer them on their own or you may discuss them
together as a class.
B. Arrange your students into groups of three or four. Have each group reflect on and discuss the
art work using the questions from the You Are the King of Glory, O Christ activity.
C. After you students have completed their discussions, call on groups to share their answers.

Answer Key
Focus Questions
1. “He saved others, let Him save Himself if He is the chosen one, the Christ of God.”
2. “If you are King of the Jews, save yourself.”
3. “This is the King of the Jews.”
4. “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.”
5. The two criminals were condemned justly because their punishment corresponded to their
crimes. Jesus’ condemnation was unjust because He was innocent and had done nothing
criminal.
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6. The second criminal asked Jesus to remember him when He came into His Kingdom. Jesus
responded saying “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

You are the King of Glory, O Christ
1. Answers will vary.
2. Accept reasoned answers.
3. Answers may include because Jesus is king of the world, and He rules the world and gave His life
for the salvation of the world.
4. Answers may include because Jesus suffered for us so that we can go to Heaven. Jesus’ victory
was won through His suffering, Death, and Resurrection. We also receive the Blood of Christ
when we receive the Eucharist at Mass.
5. Answers may include because Jesus humbled Himself by accepting His suffering and Death on
the Cross, even though He is God and King of the universe. Jesus was also obedient to the
Father’s will, as He demonstrated numerous times throughout His earthly life.
6. Answer may include that it symbolizes Jesus’ kingship over the entire universe. His Kingdom
comes from His Father in Heaven.
7. It appears as if the angels are bowing before Jesus. Traditionally, it is appropriate for a king’s
subjects to bow to him to show their obedience and to honor him. All the angels in Heaven bow
before Jesus the King.
8. Jesus is King of Heaven. Because Jesus made everything, He also rules over everything and is
king of everything.
9. Answers will vary.
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Sunday Reading
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 23:35-43: The Crucifixion
The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, “He saved

The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply,

others, let him save himself if he is the chosen

“Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to

one, the Christ of God.” Even the soldiers jeered

the same condemnation? And indeed, we have

at him. As they approached to offer him wine

been condemned justly, for the sentence we

they called out, “If you are King of the Jews,

received corresponds to our crimes, but this

save yourself.” Above him there was an

man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said,

inscription that read, “This is the King of the

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your

Jews.” Now one of the criminals hanging there

kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say to

reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Christ?

you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

Save yourself and us.”

Focus Questions
1. What did the rulers “sneer” at Jesus as He hung on the Cross?
2. What did the soldiers say to Jesus as they offered him wine?
3. What did the inscription above Jesus on the Cross read?
4. Jesus was crucified alongside two criminals. What did the first criminal say to Jesus?
5. The other criminal rebuked the first. Why did he say they had been condemned justly? Why was
Jesus’ condemnation unjust?
6. What did the second criminal ask of Jesus? How did Jesus respond?
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You Are the King of Glory, O Christ
Directions: Take some time to quietly view and reflect on the stained glass window, titled Tu Rex Gloriae
Christe by William Earley. Then discuss and answer the questions below.

1. What do you first notice about Jesus in this
picture?
2. What do you notice about the colors the artist
chose for this picture? How does the light look?
Where is it coming from?
3. The blue and gold ball in Jesus’ left hand is a
decorated globe that represents the earth. Why
do you think the artist shows Jesus holding a globe
in His hand?
4. Red is the color of blood, so it represents suffering
and victory through suffering. Why do you think
the artist shows Jesus wearing a red cape?
5. Jesus’ bare or sandaled feet represent humility. To
be humble means not to be proud or make oneself
greater than others. It also represents being
obedient and reflective. How does Jesus possess
these qualities?
6. Jesus is standing on a cloud with stars sparkling
inside of it. What do you think this symbolizes?
Where does this suggest that Jesus’ Kingdom
comes from?
7. Notice the angels above and to the side of Jesus.
What does it appear that they are doing? Why do
you think so?
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8. Jesus is wearing a crown and holding a scepter, which symbolize the power and rule of a king. Why
do you think the artist showed Jesus with a crown and holding a scepter? What is Jesus the King of?
9. The title of this stained-glass window is Tu Rex Gloriae Christe, which is Latin for “You are the King of
Glory, O Christ.” Why do you think we call Christ the King of Glory? Why should we glorify Him?
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