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St. Louis de Montfort
1673–1716  •  France

Louis de Montfort had a deep devotion to Jesus and Mary from the time he was 

young. He desired to become a missionary priest and bring many souls to Jesus. 

A benefactor recognized Louis’s priestly vocation and paid for Louis to attend 

the most famous seminary in Paris, the Seminary of Saint-Sulpice. Desiring to 

begin his missionary vocation immediately, Louis walked to Paris on foot and 

gave away all of his money to the poor people he met on the road. 

As a priest, Louis became a great preacher. His words touched others’ souls 

and converted the most hardened hearts. Once, he preached to a garrison of 

soldiers, and by the end of his sermon, every soldier’s eye was wet with tears. 

Barefoot, the soldiers formed a procession, holding a banner high and marching 

with crucifixes and rosaries. 

Louis visited Pope Clement XI in Rome, and the pope declared him an 

apostolic missionary to France. Louis then formed a group of missionary priests 

called the Company of Mary. They strove to be faithful to Christ through devotion 

to His holy mother. Louis also founded an order of nuns called the Daughters of 

Wisdom, who sought to imitate the wisdom of the crucified Jesus by following 

Mary. Louis knew that Mary wants to bring all her children to her Son. No one 

loves Jesus more than Mary does, and if we imitate her perfect love for Jesus, 

then Mary will help make our love for Jesus perfect, too. 

But Louis’s success made him enemies. He had religious rivals who did not 

agree with what he preached. They even went so far as to try to murder him! 

One of his enemies slipped poison into his drink. Louis unknowingly drank from 

the poisoned cup and fell violently ill. Even though an antidote was given to 

him, he struggled with the effects of the poison for the rest of his life. Another 

enemy once lay in wait to ambush Louis at the end of an alley. But Mary and his 

guardian angel watched over him. He sensed the harm waiting for him and took 

another way. 

Louis served Jesus and Mary as a priest for sixteen years. Finally, he died a 

holy death, worn down by illness. Thousands flocked to his burial, and there 

were many miracles reported at his tomb. St. Louis de Montfort, help me go to 

Jesus through Mary!
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